
 
 
 

 
 
 
Libraries add value to 
communities, and here are the 
numbers to prove it:  
 

$$ value of library books 
Maine’s public libraries have over  
6 million volumes – that’s about  
5 items for each person living in 
Maine.  
 

If you borrow two books per month 
at $15 per book, that’s $360 per 
year. To find out more about the 
value of your library services see 
http://www.maine.gov/msl/services/ 
calculator.htm 

 

Number of items borrowed  
Maine public libraries circulated 
8,749,494 items last year or 11 items 
for each registered card holder.  

 

Computers for the public 
More than 1,245 public computers 
connected to the Internet are 
available in Maine’s public libraries. 
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Maine’s Libraries 
are good for the  

ECONOMY 
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MARVEL! Maine’s Virtual Library 

 
 

• MARVEL!, available to all Maine 
citizens, provides access to 
magazines, newspapers, journals, 
photos, maps and more.   

• MARVEL! provides libraries and 
citizens with online resources that 
would otherwise be unaffordable.  

   
One out of every two people  

in Maine is a registered  
public library borrower. 

 

Libraries in Maine 
There are more than 1,251 libraries 
in Maine: 
 

• Public libraries: 272 
• Academic libraries: 40 
• School libraries: 831 
• Special libraries: 108 
• Maine State Library: 1 

 

 

 
 

 
Get your money’s worth – 

use YOUR library! 
 
Maine State Library 2006 
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Almost ten times more people 
visited Maine’s public libraries 

last year than attended Maine’s 
professional baseball and  

hockey games. 
 

• Number of library visits: 
5,829,558 

• Number of people who 
attended Sea Dogs & Portland 
Pirates games: 595,472 
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